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About the Copernicus Foundation

For more than 50 years, the Copernicus Foundation has strengthened Chicago through
culture, education, and community engagement. Founded in 1971 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit,
the Foundation grew from a landmark civic achievement, the privately funded Nicolaus
Copernicus statue at the Adler Planetarium, dedicated in 1973 and now one of Chicago's
iconic cultural symbols.

Building on that legacy, the Foundation purchased the historic Gateway Cinema in 1979,
giving rise to the Copernicus Center, a vibrant cultural destination at the crossroads
of Milwaukee and Lawrence Avenues. Anchored by the distinctive Solidarity Tower, 1
modeled after Warsaw's Royal Castle and visible from the Kennedy Expressway, the
Center offers exceptional visibility and community presence.

The Copernicus Center features the 1,852-seat theater; a modern venue hosting
concerts, theatrical productions, international artists, and major community
events. Active nearly year-round, the Center welcomes diverse audiences from
across Chicagoland.

Since 1980, The Foundation is also the producer of the highly successful and
community beloved Taste of Polonia Festival, the largest Polish festival in the
United States and a signature cultural event attracting tens of thousands of
attendees annually.

Today, the Copernicus Center is a thriving, multi-use hub for arts,
education, nonprofits, and local businesses. Sponsorship directly
fuels high-impact programs that preserve cultural heritage,
strengthens neighborhoods,
and connects diverse
communities, while providing
partners with prominent
visibility, meaningful
engagement, and lasting
community impact.
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Summary

Attendance Summary: 2025 2024 2023
50,866 50,257 49,942
Polish descent: 20,552 23,879 23,365
Not Polish: 29,316 26,378 26,340
Out of state: 998 476 237

HOUSEHOLD INCOME:

$150k+ 34.6%
$100-$150k 29.9%

$50-$70k 8.8% @ @
P —— ATTENDEE GENDER

$70-$100k 23.5%

27%

23%
19%

15%
1%
. =

18-24  25-34 35-44 45-54 55-65 65+

ATTENDEE
AGE

*Some demographics are estimated based off of our annual
patron survey conducted at the festival.
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Sk
copernicus
foundation

Kamila Sumelka Hubert Cioromski
Taste of Polonia Director Taste of Polonia Chairman
director@copernicuscenter.org hubert@troyrealtyltd.com

Phone: 773-313-3893 Phone: 773-485-3000




